SN 1006 was the first (and for a very long time the only) event to be caught before peak light. A passage which, according to Stephenson, does not actually pertain to the SN, nevertheless makes clear that, even then, a hypothesis was more likely to be accepted if it made a prediction later verified, though the prediction was that something bad would happen to Emperor Sanjo In. The hypothesis was that the star was not new, but related to behavior of existing stars in Qichen Jianjun. According to the poster by P.J. Boner, Kepler made the opposite choice for 'his' SN, calling it a genuinely new star formed out of the ether, rather than mere change in appearance. Indeed the distinction between true novae and variable stars was not drawn correctly until Hevelius's 1662 study of Mira, after Tycho had shown that his event (and the comet of 1577) were more distant than our Moon, a point disputed by many of his contemporaries, but accepted by Galileo, who applied a very early statistical method to many different observations of SN 1572. Tycho's main advantages were better equipment and hard work, again not so different from present conditions. The next 'golden moment' was perhaps the recording of the Crab nebula (Bevis 1731), followed by its cataloguing as M 1 (1758) and its naming by Rosse (1844). Handing over to the theorists, we find Milne attributing novae to stars collapsing to white dwarfs, and Pickering and Seelinger blaming collisions with a planet or another star (for the brightest events) in the 1920s. That decade also saw Lundmark's identification of the Crab with the 1054 event, along with his and Curtis's conclusion that there were likely to be two sorts of novae, the second, brighter, class including S And (SN 1885) with peak M V near −15 (on an old distance scale). Baade and Zwicky, with core collapse, neutron stars, and cosmic rays, belong to the 1930s, along with Humason & Baade's recognition of Balmer lines in SNe 1926a and l936a (both indeed probably Type IIs), and the suggestion from Olin C. Wilson and Zwicky (separately!) that supernovae could serve as better beacons for cosmological studies than whole galaxies. To the 1940s belong Minkowski's distinction of Types I and II (only the latter showing H features) and the beginning of radio astronomical searches and discoveries of SNRs. X-ray,γ-ray, and pulsar identifications began in the 1960s.
